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Environmental Education for Sustainable
Development Master Plan
2008-2012

Infroduction

Environmental education for sustainable development (EESD) has been a matter
of interest at the international level for over a decade, starting with the adoption of
“Agenda 21", a global guideline for actions to achieve a balance between development
and environmental conservation. This has subsequently led to the drafting of the ASEAN
Environmental Educational Action Plan. In 2002, the United Nations General Assembly
resolved to declare 2005-2014 “the United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable

Development”.

Thailand had drafted an Environmental Education Master Plan and Action Plan
(1997-2001), which was regarded as its first and only document to set down a guideline
to promote and develop environmental education. The plan was, however, only a
proposed guideline for implementation. The Department of Environmental Quality
Promotion under the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment, therefore, deems it
necessary to draft an Environmental Education for Sustainable Development (EESD)
Master Plan for the years 2008-2012 to serve as a frame of reference for agencies
concerned to prepare action plans as well as draft budget proposals to support the

development of EESD.

.)ncept of Environmental Education for Sustainable Development

EESD refers to a learning process and dissemination of knowledge on the
environment and the relationship between the environment and economic and social
development. Such knowledge and skills are fundamental for peaceful and sustainable

livelihood in all communities, societies, countries and the world. EESD should lead to the
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promotion, strengthening or changing of attitudes and behaviors in a way that is
conducive to development based on the principles of environmental rehabilitation and

conservation toward sustainable development for this and future generations.

From an individual’'s viewpoint, EESD, with the objective to instill environmental-
friendly attitudes and behaviors, is part of life-long learning, be it formal or informal
education. At the national level, EESD is the part of civic education to create responsible
citizens to care for the society now and in the future.

EESD Situation in Thailand

Thailand has not had a clear policy for environmental education. But there are
some significant elements that may be construed as principles, purposes and guidelines
for environmental education. These may be found in Thailand’s laws, policies, and
important plans such as the Constitution of B.E. 2550, National Environmental Quality
Promotion and Conservation Act of B.E. 2535, National Education Act of B.E. 2542, the
Tenth National Economic and Social Development Plan (2007-2011), and the National

Policy and Plan for the Promotion and Conservation of Environmental Quality (1997-2016).

The National Education Act of B.E. 2542 underscores the importance of a
learning process that promote environmental awareness and instill environmental ethics,
while the Basic Education Curricula of B.E. 2544 (effective from academic year 2003)
specify EESD contents and standards in various fields of education, particularly science,
social studies, religion and culture, health and physical education. Teachers have a
responsibility to integrate EESD in the instruction of various subjects or organize a multi-
disciplinary learning. In actual practice, most teachers and students benefit from
experimental learning based on projects and activities that schools implement in
cooperation with government agencies, non-government or private organizations. At
higher education, several institutions have established master's degree programs on

environmental education and cooperated closely with schools and communities.
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In general, the most significant limitation is the teachers’ inexperience and lack of
integrated education skills, partly due to the limited time they can allocate to EESD.
Another barrier is the decoupling between EESD inside educational institutions and EESD
outside the educational institutions, which results in the discontinuity and disconnection

between school-based EESD and the family’s and communities’ way of life.

Several government agencies have undertaken EESD activities, e.g. those under
the Ministries of Education, and Energy. In the business sector, large corporations have
shown interest in EESD and have begun to apply various international environmental
standards in their operation. Some environmental NGOs that are directly involved in
EESD have accumulated a vast array of knowledge, skills and experience. Most
environmental NGOs are not directly engaged in EESD, but exhibit good potentials to
support its development, provided that there is some coordination and networking
mechanism among a great number of diverse groups and some financial support.
Some local administrative organizations have been able to apply EESD in their
environmental work, but most of them need technical support. As for the media sector,
business conditions have led to a reduced coverage of environment news in mainstream
media. While alternative media are playing an increasingly important role, their impact is
not broad-based and, in the long run, they may encounter limitations in terms of their
knowledge base, staff and budgets.

EESD Development in Thailand

A SWOT analysis shows that EESD development in Thailand is still at a nascent
stage. Various agencies and organizations have some background and are in a position
to become active contributors, provided that certain major weaknesses — the lack of
institutional structure, knowledge management and coordination among stakeholders are
successfully addressed. Threats are negligible and therefore manageable. Hence, the
first priority should be given to EESD institutional development to allow EESD to develop

further from existing strengths.
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‘ Maijor Principles of the EESD Master Plan

Several small group meetings of experts and stakeholders were held to provide
inputs and feedbacks into the drafting of this EESD master plan. The meetings stressed
the importance of the following points which may be regarded as fundamental guiding

principles in the drafting of the plan:

1. The plan belongs to no specific agency and should not be regarded as a

government’s program; it is an EESD plan of all sectors in the society.

. EESD development should be based on existing knowledge, particularly local
wisdom and social capital from various sectors of Thai society. New
definitions, new concepts, should be used only when necessary to avoid

confusion which would do more harm than good.

. Itis important to achieve a balance between school-based and society-based
EESD.

. It is important to recognize that diverse communal, social, cultural and

ecological systems desire EESD with different emphases and approaches.
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EESD Development Strategies (2008-2012)

Each strategy may support more than one EESD development objectives and
these strategies support one another to and generate a synergy needed to promote
EESD.

1. Public communications I<

2. Institutional development

| 3. Mainstreaming EESD in natural resources and
environmental policy and other public policies

5. Social
marketing

. Network management and |
empowerment

. Enhancement of linkage between school-based |
and non-school-based EESD

_i| 7. Knowledge management i

1. Public communications
First order of business is public communications. Public communications
play a vital role in creating a shared understanding and vision about EESD, the roles
and responsibilities that different agencies, organizations and various groups can
undertake in EESD development. This strategy lays an important ground work for
institutional development and networking strategies.

Different types of public communications should be used. Moreover, public
communications should not only communicate, but also guide the target groups

toward various learning sources.
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The essence of this strategy is to make all parties realize that EESD is
everybody’s business, that they are already involved in EESD to some extent, and they
could contribute more. Various groups should see the opportunity and value of their

contribution as well as how to cooperate with others toward the EESD objectives.

2. Institutional development
A strong institutional base is needed to reassure potential partners that
there will be an effective management system to support EESD development.

Among fundamental institutional structure are: 1) a clear policy/plan to place
EESD agenda at the national level, and to provide guidelines for the parties concerned
to develop action plans; 2) designated responsibilities among the parties concerned,
particularly the main responsible agency or “lead agency”, “supporting agencies” and
“network organizations”; 3) coordination mechanism to liaise among relevant agencies
and organizations, notably among the lead agency, supporting agencies and key
network organizations; 4) resources, including personnel and budget as well as a
resource mobilization plan; 5) an information system on related agencies/organizations,
activities and progress, etc, for the purpose of coordinating activities and sharing
information among various parties; 6) laws, rules and regulations that require

improvement or amendment to support EESD development.

3. Mainstreaming EESD in natural resources and environmental policy and other
public policies.

First of all, EESD should not be promoted separately, but should become an
important part of national resources and environmental policies, such as garbage and
wastewater management. This means that the “human management” aspect would
receive more attention and could contribute more to environmental management. EESD
should also be mainstreamed into other public policies, such as tourism, transportation
and industry, so that the public understand the relations and impacts between such
policies and the environment. With such understanding, public policies for sustainable
development would find strong supporters among the public.
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The integration of EESD into natural resources and environmental policies,
and other public policies would enhance the role and status of EESD and allow EESD to
become more visible and yield concrete results in preventing, mitigating and solving
problems. Such integration should be carried out at both national and local levels.
A good starting point is the policy/strategy that EESD can be made a significant
contribution such as the environmentally friendly production and consumption strategy.
In the initial phase, focus should be on local administration where it is possible to

realize quick and concrete results.

4. Network management and empowerment

This strategy is linked to most other strategies and is therefore a critical
success factor for a successful EESD development in Thailand. It aims to turn target
groups into participants in the EESD movement.

There are many different types of networks. Some are sector-based, issue-
based, area-based, etc. EESD network management should be decentralized to allow
for nodes with different interests, characters and styles. Individuals and organizations
that share similar interests would join the same node and are likely to exchange
knowledge, experiences and participate in joint activities. Moreover, it is more effective
for EESD to link up with existing networks that share some common interests rather

than establishing a new, stand-alone EESD network.

5. Social marketing
EESD is hardly a “hot issue” that captures news headlines or attention from
the general public. But EESD needs continuous implementation to bear fruit. Thus, a
social marketing strategy is needed, especially when cooperation from the private sector,
especially large corporations that are concerned about their public image and public

attention and acceptance, is needed.

The social marketing strategy aims to put a constant spotlight on and adding
freshness and attractiveness to EESD. Some business corporations may see the
possibility to use EESD as their social marketing tool. An effective social marketing
strategy would help mobilize funding and other kinds of support for EESD, as well as
adding more actors and activities to the EESD movement.
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6. Enhancement of linkage between school-based and non-school-based EESD

This strategy aims to strengthen cooperation among educational institutions

and between educational institutions and other agencies and organizations, e.g. NGOs,
business companies, and local administrative organizations. Such cooperation would
mobilize and stimulate EESD strengths that exist inside and outside educational
institutions to create and disseminate EESD knowledge, attitudes, experience and skills
for the development of human resources, learning sources, learning modules, projects
and activities. Such multi-sectoral cooperation and multi-dimensional development would
invigorate EESD innovations and development as well as yield concrete results in various

locations.

Such development can be promoted by a) setting up pilot models, possibly at
the Ministry of Education’s prototype and pilot schools, or b) supporting collaboration
between educational institutions and other organizations on the basis of mutual interests.
In any case, it is important to allow for and encourage diverse approaches, styles, and

models that are appropriate for different social and cultural contexts.

7. Knowledge management
The strategy aims to develop a knowledge management system that
supports the production, dissemination, exchange, and use of EESD knowledge by
strengthening linkages between knowledge producers and users, covering both

school-based and non-school-based EESD.

Underpinning this strategy is a systematic EESD knowledge management
system that is effective and participatory enough to encourage and mobilize all kinds
of learning from various organizations, communities, areas. Knowledge should be
categorized, synthesized, and repackaged for convenient dissemination, easy
application and reference by relevant users. Such knowledge includes but is not limited
to facts, theories, resource persons, learning sources, curricula, learning modules,
programs, projects, activities, best practices, lessons learned. This knowledge should be
easily accessible and support lifelong informal learning of people of all groups, sexes,

ages, professions and locations.
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While the network management and empowerment strategy and the
enhancement of linkage between school-based and non-school-based EESD strategy are
meant to drive and decentralize EESD endeavors to the local level, the knowledge
management strategy aims to harness fruitful results from local experiences so that they

become collective learning that supports further EESD development.

Mechanisms to Implement and Coordinate EESD

Key mechanisms are as follows:

Action and budget plans. As the EESD lead agency, the Department of
Environmental Quality Promotion is responsible for coordinating with agencies/
organizations that are designated as lead agencies and supporting agencies of all EESD

strategies to prepare annual action and budget plans.

Subcommittee for the Implementation of the EESD Master Plan. The Ministry of
Natural Resources and Environment proposes to the National Environment Board to
appoint the Subcommittee on the Implementation of the EESD Master Plan, comprising of
the lead agency for the EESD Master Plan and the lead agencies and supporting
agencies for all EESD strategies, plus experts from various sectors. The subcommittee is
responsible for steering and monitoring the implementation of the EESD Master Plan and
action plans. The subcommittee also serves as a forum for policy and strategy
coordination, and is responsible for monitoring and review of the strategies under the
EESD Master Plan.

Strategy Implementation Working Groups. The Subcommittee for the
Implementation of the EESD Master Plan appoints Strategy Implementation Working
Groups to be in charge of implementing each strategy. Each group consists of the lead

agency and supporting agencies, plus key network organizations and experts.

The EESD Secretariat. The Department of Environmental Quality Promotion
serves as the EESD secretariat, and is responsible for coordinating the planning,
budgeting, and information systems in support of the implementation of the EESD

Master Plan.
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Evaluation. The Department of Environmental Quality Promotion assigns an

external organization to conduct a mid-term evaluation, to propose improvement to the

plan and/or its implementation. The National Environment Board assigns an external

organization to conduct an evaluation at the end of the EESD Master Plan to review
performance, progress, problems, obstacles, lessons learned, success stories and other
important issues to support the drafting of the next EESD Master Plan.

This EESD Master Plan also outlines performance indicators for the assessment
of progress and outcome by EESD strategy.
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