() 2.

STOCKHOLM
ENVIRONMENT
INSTITUTE



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The key message in this presentation is to recognize that Thailand has done a number of laudable steps already given more is required to adapt to the climate change challenge.
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I will start by giving you a very short background on SEI.

SEI is an independent international research institute, which focuses on issues of sustainable development and of the environment. It was founded in 1989 by the Swedish Government, and now has six centers.

The most recent one is our center for Africa in Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania.

SEI’s mission is to support decision making so as to bring about change towards sustainable development. We do this through the development of integrative knowledge, and then communicate it to policymakers in an objective and independent way. SEI likes to see itself as “the honest broker”.
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Discussion of adaptation needs and planning needs to be set in the context of the goal of adaptation or in terms of achieving adaptation success. In this case, Moser and Boykoff’s framework is useful in understand the process or trajectories of adaptation to achieve success. It illuminates the many dimensions of adaptation success. There are social, ecological, economic, political, technical, institutional, psychological, and cultural dimensions to consider.

“A range of factors, influences, and uncertainties make it difficult to both define and achieve success in adaptation processes and outcomes. They include: the development pathways and their influence on adaptive capacities, current and future coping ranges, and path dependencies; potential differences in how today’s stakeholders value certain resources, assets, and process features versus how future stakeholders might do so; the ability to capture today’s baseline against which the effectiveness of an adaptation can be judged; uncertainties about which targets decision-makers should aim for, and how climate variability, change, and extremes as well as non-climatic influences affect the capacity to meet them; the synergies and trade-offs among adaptation outcomes; characteristics of the adaptation process along the adaptation pathway chosen; and the match or mismatch between planning horizons and the impact of decisions with the speed of climate change.”

“determining success of adaptation is made more difficult by the fact that adaptation is typically not just to one climate risk, but to multiple interacting ones (unfolding across geographic scales, spatial and sectoral boundaries, ecological systems, and social strata) against a backdrop of non-climatic stresses and conditions.”

Given that adaptation is on-going, one can only identify tools and information used for adaptation once successful adaptation is ‘performed’ or achieved or have clearly been undertaken though the outcome might not what has been expected.

Thus, what we have done so far is built capacities for adaptation and whether this will trigger adaptation decision-making is an empirical question which all of us need to ask ourselves soon.

But other authors such as Ford et al argue that success is hard to track and achieve. Instead, a useful framework is to think in terms of adaptation readiness. Thus, they offer the following as components of adaptation readiness.




Adaptation pioneers: Philippines, Vietnam
Emerging champions: Cambodia, Indonesia, Myanmar
Wait and see adapters: Laos, Malaysia, Thailand

Salamanca, A. and Nguyen, H. (2016) Climate Change Adaptation Readiness in ASEAN Countries. Discussion Brief. Stockholm
Environment Institute, Bangkok. http://www.sei-international.org/publications?pid=2881
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Thailand, owing to its middle income status and less hazards compared other countries in Southeast Asia, we consider it a ’wait and see adapter’. Climate risks and hazards are not as severe as those in other countries for example, Philippines and Vietnam. In other words, it is less vulnerable than these countries. This means that adaptation per se seems to be for now not a clear government priority. Thus, aside from funding, we need to look at other components of adaptation readiness to ensure that adaptation is achieved and the outcomes are successful.
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In terms of risk index, Thailand has less vulnerabilities to physical hazards compared to other countries but it has experienced its share of climate and human-caused disasters such as the 2011 flooding.
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Towards a focused, appropriate and actionable climate change action agenda
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So the question now is how ready is Thailand. While Thailand has the funding and strategy, does it have other components of adaptation readiness? Looking at these components of adaptation readiness is particular needed if we want to understand whether our adaptation actions are only incremental (minor adjustments to business-as-usual processes) or transformative.

According to Ford et al. (2013), “[A]daptation readiness evaluates the extent to which key governance factors assumed to be fundamental in determining if and how adaptation takes place are present”.  


---
Political leadership – to assess the commitment of states to adaptation and identify the role and limitations of current ‘institutional champions’

Institutional organization – to identify the presence of a coordinating mechanism to mainstream adaptation within existing governance frameworks or to lead the integration of adaptation consideration in development plans and programs

Stakeholder involvement – to enable buy-in by those who may be directly affected by climate impacts and to articulate needs and solutions from the group up to the top of the policy chain

Climate change information – to check the availability of information, whether internally or externally generated, to inform scenarios of future vulnerabilities and to develop response options 

Appropriate use of decision analysis techniques – to understand how decision-making is done and whether knowledge uncertainties are considered and decisions are made robustly

Explicit consideration of barriers to adaptation – to identify what barriers exist to adaptation and how governments and other stakeholders transcend them

Funding for adaptation – to determine whether funding for adaptation action has been allocated through formal budgetary processes or other instrumentalities facilitated by state and non-state actors (eg bilateral or multilateral donors)

Technology development and diffusion – to assess the availability of technologies for adaptation, to identify who the sources and the process of development and diffusion of new technologies and innovations

Adaptation research – to assess local sources of insights and knowledge on adaptation and the knowledge networks to tap into to address adaptation needs; ongoing monitoring, periodic assessment and review of adaptation interventions is important to understand and learn from how we responded to climate risks


---
This is similar to the McGray et al framework wherein adaptation is seen as composed of two focus (vulnerability and impacts). At the vulnerability focus, you have two sets of activities: addressing drivers of vulnerability and building response capacity while on the impacts side are managing climate risk and confronting climate change.
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